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L E N 

fbhft a h n arC l0 v C K 1 l ard , feeds > 1 Grounded by a thick flelhv 
fubftancc, which, for the moft part, is full of an acid juice, 
^emanvv^eties of this tree, and the fruit is yearly 
imported from Lifbon in great plenty. Miller 

Lemona'de. n.f [from Umon.J Liquor made of water, fu- 
gar, and the juice of lemons. 

Thou, and thy wife, and children, fhould walk in mv 
.. f .S a T rd 5 ' 1 T s ’ bu )' to j' s > and drink lemonade. Arbuth. 7 . Bull. 
1 °i a - C 1 *' 1 ? 11 * Saxon; lecr.cn, Dutch.] 

i. 1 o arrord, on condition of repayment. 

"fhou {halt not give him thy nioney upon ufury, nor lefld 
him thy victuals for iucreafe. ’ ' Lev. xxv. 37. 

They dare not give, and e'en refufe to lend , 

„ *0 their poor kindred, or a wanting friend. Drydcn. 

1. To fuffer to be ul’cd on condition that it be reftored. 

In common worldly things ’tis call’d ungrateful 
With dull unwillingnefs to pay a debt, 

Which, with a bounteous hand, was kindly lent ; 

Much more to be thus oppofite with heav’n. Shakefp. 

I’ll lend it thee, my dear, but have no power to give 
it from me. Shakefp. Alls well that ends well. 

Tire fair bleffing we vouchfafe to fend ; 

Nor can we fpare you long, though often we may lend. 

Dryden to the Dutcbrfs of Ormond. 
3. To afford ; to grant in general. 

Covetoufnefs, like the fca, receives the tribute of all li¬ 
vers, though far unlike it in lending any back again. 

Decay of Piety. 

Painting and poefy are two fitters fo like, that they lend to 
each other their name and office : one is called a dumb poefy, 
and the other a fpeaking picture. Dryden's Dtfrefnoy. 

From thy new hope, and from thy growing ftore. 

Now tend affiftance, and relieve the poor. Dryden's Perf. 

Cato, lend me for a while thy patience, 

And condefcend to hear a young man fpeak. Addifon. 

Ccphifa, thou 

Wilt lend a hand to clofe thy miftrefs’ eyes. A. Philips. 
Le'nder. n.f. [from lend.] 

1. One who lends any thing. 

2. One who makes a trade of putting money to intereft. 

Let the ftatc be anfwered fome (mall matter, and the reft 
left to the lender ; if the abatement be but fmall, it will not 
difeourage the lender: he that took before ten in the hun¬ 
dred, will fooner defeend to eight than give over this trade. 

Bacon's Effays. 

Whole droves of lenders croud the bankers doors 
To call in money. Dryden's Spanijb Friar. 

Intereft would certainly encourage the lender to venture in 
fuch a time of danger. Addifon s Freeholder , N°. 20. 

Lencth. n.f. [from lenj, Saxon.] 

1. The extent of any thing material from end to end ; the 
longeft line that can be drawn through a body. 

There is in Ticinum a church that is in length one hun¬ 
dred feet, in breadth twenty, and in heighth near fifty: it 
reporteth the voice twelve or thirteen times. Bacon, 

i. Horizontal extenfion. 

Mezentius rufhes on his foes. 

And firft unhappy Acron overthrows ; 

Stretch’d at his length he fpurns the fwarthy ground. Dryd. 

3. A certain portion of fpacc or time. 

Large lengths of feas and fhores 
Between my father and my mother lay. Shakefp. K. John. 

To get from th’ enemy, and Ralph, free; 

Left danger, fears, and foes, behind. 

And beat, at leaft three lengths, the wind. Hudilras. 

Time glides along with undifeover’d hafte. 

The future but a length beyond the paft. Dryden's Ovid. 

What length of lands, what oceans have you pafs’d, 
What ftorins fuftain’d, and on what fhores been caft ? Dryd. 

а. Extent of duration. . 

Having thus got the idea of duration, the next thing is to 
get fome meafurc of this common duration, whereby to judge 
of- its different lengths. Locke ' 

c. Lone duration or protraClion. 

“May heav’n, great monarch, ft.ll augment your blifs 
With length of days, and every day like this. Dryden. 

Such toil requir’d the Roman name, , _ 

Such length of labour for fo vaft a frame. Dryden s JEn. 
In length of time it will cover the whole plain, and m^e 
one mountain with that on which it now ftands. Addijon. 

б. Reach or expanfion of any thing. 

I do not recommend to all a purfuit of fciences, to th 
extenfivc lengths to which the moderns have advanced them. 

Watts's Improvement of the Mind, p. 1. 
n Full extent; uncontrafted ftatc. 

' If Lietitia, who lent me this account, will acquaint m 
with the worthy gentleman’s name ; I will inlert it at tengti 
£ one of my paper*. Mdifra SpM.r. N«. 40. 

8 - D HeS marched to the Un c ,b of Excttr, which he had 
fon” thought of bef, aging. *' U ‘" 


L E N 

9. End; latter part of any affignablc time. 

Lhurches purged of things burdenlbme .11 i 
at the length unto that wherein now we (land. Hoekef^f' 

n A Cr 7 kCj ft,ck 1S not fttaitcned unlefs it be bent’as f^ 
On the clear contrary fide, that fo it may fettle itfelf Z 

io Un An n a middk ’ rf C ° f cv . e,,ncCi betwecn them both, 

* ormcr ty' written at the length.] M 

At length, at length, I have thee in mv arms, 

J hough our malevolent ftars have ftruggled hard 
And held us long afunder. Dryden's Kino Art!, r 

1 o Le ngthen. v. a. [from length.] S Artbw - 

1 ‘ T'o draw out; to make longer; to elongate 

Relaxing the fibres, is making them flexible, oreafy to be 
lengthened without rupture. Arbutbnot on Aliment] 

Falling dews with fpangles deck’d the glade. 

And the low fun had lengthen’d ev’ry fhade. * d .. 

2. To protraCt; to continue. ' t " 

Break off thy fins by righteoufnefs, and thine iniquities bv 
lhcwing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening if 
thy tranquillity. Dan. i v f 2 y 

frame your mind to nurth and merriment, ’ 

Which bars a thoufand harms, and 'lengthen! life' Shoktf 
It is in our power to fecurc to ourfelvcs an intereft in' the 
divine mercies that are yet to come, and to lengthen the 
counc of our prefent profperity. Attcrlury's Sermm 

3. to protract pronunciation. 

The learned languages were lefs conftrained in the quan- 

tifv r%¥ /*vpnr f 1 mI oKIo k~l ^ 



Dryden’s Aitr. 
Dryden 


To protract; to extend 

What if I pleafe to lengthen out his date 
A day, and take a pride to cozen fate. 

I’d hoard up every moment of my life. 

To lengthen out the payment of my tears. ^ryaen 

It lengthens out every a&.of wor/hip, and produces more 
lafting and permanent impreffions in the mind, ihan thole 
which accompany any tranfient form of . „rds. Addifon. 

To Le'ncthsn. v. n. To grow longer; to incrcafe in length. 
One may as well make a yard, whofe parts lengthen and 
fhrink, as a meafure of trade in materials, that have not 
always a fettled value. Locke. 

Still ’tis farther from its end ; 

Still finds its error lengthen with its way. Prior. 

Le'ncthwise. adv, [length and wife. ] According to the length. 

Le'nient. adj. [leniens , Latin.] 

1. Affuafive; foftening; mitigating. 

Confolatories writ 

With ftudy’d argument, and much perfuafion fouphf. 
Lenient of grief and anxious thought. Miltons Agonyl.;. 

In this one paffion man can ftrength enjoy ; 

Time, that on all things lays his lenient hand. 

Yet tames not this; it ftic.cs to our laft fand. Pope. 

2. Laxative; emollient. 

Oils relax the fibres, are lenient, balfamick, and abate 
acrimony in the blood. Arbutbnot on Aliments. 

Le'nient. n.f. An emollient, or affuafive application. 

I dreffed it with lenients. JViftman', Surgery. 

To Le'nify. v. a. [lenifer, old French; lento, Latin.] To 
affuage; to mitigate. 

It is ufed for fquinancies and inflammations in the throat, 
whereby it feemeth to have a mollifying and Unifying virtue. 

Bacons Natural Hiflory, N°. 554. 

All foft’ning fimplcs, known of fov’reign ufe. 

He prefles out, and pours their noble juice; 

Thcfe firft infus’d, to Unify the pain. 

He tugs with pincers, but he tugs in vain. Dryden. 

Le'nitivE. adj. [lenitif, Fr. lento, Lat.] Affuafive; emollient. 
Some plants have a milk in them; the caufe may be ail 
inception of putrefaction : for thofe milks have all an acri¬ 
mony, though one would think they fliould be lenitive. Bacon. 

There is aliment lenitive expelling the foeces without fti- 
mulating the bowels ; fuch are animal oils. Arbutbnot. 

Le'nitive. n.f. 

1. Any thing applied to eafe pain. 

2. A palliative. 

There are lenitives that friendftiip will apply,^ before it 
would be brought to decretory rigours. . South’s Sermon. 

Le'nity. n.f. [lenitas, Lat.] MUdnefsj mercy; tendcmcis; 
foftnefs of temper. 

Henry gives confent, 

Of meer compaflion, and of Unity, vT 

• To eafe your country. Shakefpeare’s Henry VI. 

Lenity muft gam . 

The mighty men, and pleafe the difeontent. 

Albeit fo ample a pardon was proclaimed touching mv 
f„„, ye, could not the boldncfs be beaten down euhetunb 

reve/ty, otwitltWybc^^^ 

Have but one root, the old impr.fon’d king, 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Lar 



LEO 

Whofe Unity firft pleas’d the gaping crowd : 

But when long try’d, and found fupmcly good, . 

Like /Flop’s Jog, they leapt upon his back. Diyden. 

^ A <daf/"fphcrically convex on both fides, is ufually called a 
Uns i fuch as is a.burning-glafs, or fpeCtacle-glafs, or an ob¬ 
ject glafs of a telefcope. „ Newtons Upticks. 

According to the difference of the lenfes, I ufed various 
diftances. Newton's OpUeks. 

Lent. part. pnff. from lend. 

By Jove the ftranger and the poor are fent. 

And what to thofe we give, to Jove is lent. Pope's Odyf. 
LENT. n. f. [lenten, die fpring, Saxon.] The quadragelimal 
faft ; a time of abftinence. 

Lent is from Ipringing, bccaufe it falleth in the fpring ; for 
which our progenitors, the Germans, ufe glcnt. Camden. 
Le'nten. adj. [from lent.] Such as is ufed in lent; fparing. 
My lord, if you delight not in man, what lenten entertain¬ 
ment the players {hall receive from you. Shakefp. Hamlet. 
She quench’d her fury at the flood. 

And with a lenten fallad cool’d her blood. 

Their commons, though but coarfe, wet - nothing fcant. 

Dryden .' J Un i and Panther. 
Le'nticulak. adj. [Unticulaire, French. ; Doubly convex; of 
the form of a lens. 

T he ciyftalline humour is of a r %wie, com ex on 

both fides. ,y on Cre.et: -n. 

Le'ntiform. adj. [lens and forma, Latin.] Having dn form 

of a lens. 

LcNTIftiNOUS. adj. [from lentigo- ' iceous. 

LE’NTIGO. n.f [Latin.] A ticckly ■ eruption upon 

the (kin; fuch elpecially as is common to women in child¬ 
bearing. Quincy. 

LeVitl. n.f [lens, Latin; Untille, French.] 

It hath a papilionaceous flower, the pointal of which be¬ 
comes a fliort pod, containing orbicular feeds, for the moft 
part convex; the leaves are conjugated, glowing to one mid¬ 
rib, and arc terminated by tendrils. Miller. 

The Philiftines were gathered togcdier, where.was a piece 
of ground full of lentiles. 2 Sam. xxiii. 11. 

Le'ntisck. n.f. [ Untfeus , Latin; lentifquc, French.] 

Lentifck wood is of a pale brown colour, almoft whitifh, 
refinous, of a fragrant fniell and acrid tafte : it is the wood 
of the tree which produces the maftich, and is efteemed 
aftringent and balfamick in medicine. Hill's Mat. Medico. 
Lentifck is a beautiful evergreen, the maftich or gum of 
. which is of ufe for the teeth or gums. Mortimer’s Httfb. 
Le'ntitude. n.f. [from lentus, Latin.] Sluggiftmefs : flovv- 

. " efs ‘ , . . Did?. 

Le ntner. f. A kind of hawk. 

I fhould enlarge my difeourfe to the obfervation of the 
, and tllc two forts of lentners. Walton's Angler. 

LENTOR. n.f [1 enter, Latin; lenteur, French.] 

1. Tenacity; vifeofity. 

Some bodies have a kind of lent or, and more depedible 
nature than others. n 

2. Slownefs; delay. BaC °”' 

T he lentor of eruptions, not inflammatory, points to an 

Tr'l, it rr Arbuthnot on Diet. 

3 'A. I " ph > dick ^ Itotpreffes that fizy, vifeid, coagulated part 
of the blood, which, in malignant fevers, obftruds the ca¬ 
pillary veffels. 6) . 

L “ in - ] Vife "“ i tenacious; c^S 

Li this fpawn of a lentous and tranfparent body, are to be 
difeemed many fpecks which become black, a fubftance more 

Le'od. n. f Br0Wn 5 1 U ‘ gar trrours > b ‘ >»• 

W fignifie, lfc= pcop , c r> ^ a natio c 

S ° r ” ° f i " Krelt wilh ■'« Ptcpie 
Le'of. n.f GtIf on’s Camden. 

b,ftk / | de 7 tCS .., 0Ve ’ ,e0 / win ' s 3 winner of love 5 Icofflan 
Moved; l, k e thefe Agapetus, Etafntn., Phil„’, 3 “’ 

U'oKtnt. 4. [Wnnt, Latin.] a ”“ kn • 

2 *? “ ‘ hlvin S nature of a lion. 

« of 

Sheep run not half fo tim’rous from the wolf 
Or horle or oxen from the leopard, ’ 

A 7 . from your oft-fubdued Haves. ShakeU VT 

^ Uns,- gw. a %■ - oft 

^ boxeswirll’i-r 8 ?-’ ‘ eet> claws ’ tail ’ ^ like a cat’s- 
at the prey as a “ r ° at d ? th ; t;r kittens i leaps 

f >> asacat at a moufc; and will alfo fpit much 


after the fame manner: fo that they feem to differ, juft as a 
kite doth from an eagle. Grew s Mufarum. 

Before the king tame leopards led the way. 

And troops of lions innocently play. Dryden. 

Le'per. n. J. [lepra, leprofus, Latin.] One infetfted with a 
leprofv. 

I am no loathfome leper ; look on me. Shakefpeare. 
The leper in whom the plague is, his cloaths fhall be rent. 

Lev. xiii. 45. 

The number of their lepers was very great. Hakewill. 
Le'perous. adj. [Formed from leprous, to make out a verfe.] 
Caufing leprofy; i»fe&ed with leprofy; leprous. 

Upon my fecure hour thy uncle ftolc, 

With juice of curled hebenon in a viol. 

And in the porches of mine ears did pour 
The leperous diftilment. Shakefpeare’s Hamlet. 

Le'porine. adj. [Uporinus, Lat.] Belonging to a hare ; : having 
the nature of a hare. 

Lepro'sity. n.f. [from leprous.] Squamous difeafe. 

If the crudities, impurities, and leprofitics of metals were 
cured, they would become gold. Bacon's Nat. Hifl. 

Le'prosy. n.f [lepra, Latin; lepre, French.] A loathfome 
eiftemper, which covers the body with a kind of white feales. 
Itches, blains, 

Sow all the Athenian bofoms, and their cfop 
Be general leprofy. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

It is a plague,of leprofy. Lev. xiii. 3. 

Between die malice of my enemies and other mens miff 
t. kes, 1 put as great a difference as between the itch of no¬ 
velty and the leprofy of difloyalty. King Charles. 

Authors, upon the firft entrance of the pox, looked upon 
it fo highly infectious, that they ran away from it as much 
as the Jews did from the leprofy. Wfeman’s Surgery. 

LeLrous. adj. [Upra, Latin; lepreux, French.] InfeCled with 
a leprofy. 

The filly amorous fucks his death. 

By drawing in a leprous harlot’s breath. Donne. 

Lere. n.f. [ljcj-.e, Saxon; Ucrc, Dutch.] A leffon j lore; 
doftrinc. This fenfe is ftill retained in Scotland. 

The kid pitying his heavinefs, 

Alkcd the caufe of his great diftrefs; 

And alfo who, and whence, that he were, -j 

Though he that had well ycond his lere, L 

Thus mclled his talk with many a teare. Spenfer. 3 
Le'rry. [from lere.] A rating; a IcCturc. ruftick word. 

Less. A negative or privative termination, [leap, Saxon; loos 
Dutch.] Joined to a l'ubftantivc, it implies the ablence or 
privation of the thing expreffed by that fubftantive : as, a 
witlefs man, a man without wit; cbildUJs, without children * 
fatherlcfs, deprived of a father; pennyUjs, wanting money. * 
Less. adj. Teay, Saxon.] The comparative of little : oppofed 
to greater. r 

Maty', the mother of James the lefs-. Mar. xv. 40. 

Yet could he not his doling eyes withdraw. 

Though lejs and lejs of Emily he law. Dryden 

•iVc t . hat , thi ? lcs he ha s 3 pofitivc idea of infinite Jpace 
will rind, that nc can no more have a pofitive idea of the 
greatell than he has of the leaft fpace; for in this latter we 
are capable only of a comparative idea of fmallnefs, which 
idea SdWa>S bC than any ° ne whereof vVe Have the pofitive 

All the ideas that are confidered as having parts, and ate 
capable of .r.creafe by the addition of any equal or lefs parts, 
affords u S by their repetition, the idea of infinity. J Locke. 

I is lejs to conquer, than to make wars ceale. 

And, without fighting, awe the world to peace. Haiti fax 
Less ,/./ Not fo mud,; oppofed to more. J 

1 hey gathered fome more; fome Ujs. £xod. xvi 17 

L £ss 1 ! , I, r T ant r kn n V T h ‘ ng of this ’ U f* or more - 1 Sam. 
Less. afv. In a fmaller degree ; in a lower degree. 

t,m rbl ! ° pin,0n u p ; efents a lt fi merr y> but not lefs dangerous 
temptation to thofe in adverfity. rj. 3 d- .* 

The left fpacc the,,. 1 u! anJ thc ffg, tiT 

mere pure the air la, by f„ m „ ch ths more *>*£5 ar ! 

prderveq and d,tt,ngiri 4 d ; and, on the contrary,7he mom 

(pace o! air there is, and the lefs it is Dure d , mo . re 
more the objed is confufed and embroiled ’ f $ j hc 
i heir learning lay chiefly in flourilh ; they were rdZu 
thc lt J s pretending multitude. Y Collier on 

rhe lefs they themfclvcs want to receive from oft, ^77* 

-II1“ ¥ careful ,o fupply the eeeemfc o^thc?^-^ 

Happy, and happy dill, ft, might hautT^f ’' 

Were file lets beautiful, or lefs bdov’d pZ > c • 

Le ssee. n.f The perfon to whom a leafc is J?" SM,ta ' 

To Lessen, z,. [ from /e/s ] m lealc 15 g lv cn. 

1. To dtminifh in bulk. 

2. To diminilh in degree of any quality 

To beggars, and their owi greatnels. 

Though 
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